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“You have been told, 

O people, what is 

good and what the 

Lord requires of  

you: Only to do what 

is right and to love 

goodness, and to 

walk humbly with 

your God.”  (Micah 

4:8) 

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS 

On November 6, 2012, we go to the polls and vote.  As followers of Christ, we are reminded 

of our rights and responsibilities to keep in mind our Catholic social teachings and traditions.  

Following are a few of the key issues at the heart of these teachings which should be care-

fully considered as we choose a proposition or a candidate. 

 

As Catholics, we are aware that human dignity must be protected.  A healthy community can 

only be achieved if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met.  Therefore, 

every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human 

decency.  Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities to one another, to 

our families, and to the larger society.  

 

The sacredness of human life is the foundation of all the principles of our Church’s social 

teaching.   

• In our society, human life is under direct attack from abortion and euthanasia 

(assisted suicide).   

 

• Human life is threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell research, and the use of 

the death penalty.   

 

• Human dignity has been violated by the expanding human trafficking industry. This 

is a widespread problem.  Thousands of women and children are being sold or 

forced into prostitution every year.  Unfortunately, it even happens in our own local 
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community.  It is our belief as Catholics that every person is precious and that people are more important than 

material things.   

 

On this election, the California Catholic Bishops are supporting Proposition 34 to end the death penalty and they are also 

supporting Proposition 35 to combat human trafficking.   There are information brochures in the main vestibule of our 

church about Propositions 34 and 35. 

 

Our faith and beliefs have also been undermined with recent legislation.  How we organize our society, in economics, law, 

and policy, directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community and faith.  We believe that 

the measure of every institution is whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person. 

 

• A provision of the recent heath care law forced the Church to provide contraceptives to workers.  It clearly op-

poses Catholic’s teaching.  The freedom of practicing our religious beliefs is being interfered by the new law.  

 

• Marriage and family are the central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined.  

Our Catholic teaching on marriage, between a man and a woman, has been challenged in recent years.  Mar-

riage, as we believe, is the cornerstone of our family structure. Maintaining that institution is the responsibility of 

every Catholic. 

 

We are one human family, whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences.  We are our broth-

ers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever they may be.  Loving our neighbor has global dimensions in a shrinking world.  At the 

core of the virtue of solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace.  Pope Paul VI taught that “if you want peace, work for 

justice.” 

The Gospel calls us to be peacemakers.  Our love, in Christ, for all our sisters and brothers demands that we promote 

peace in a world surrounded by violence and conflict. 

 

In consideration of the above-mentioned issues, each of us as Catholic, shall protect life, human dignity, and the right to 

practice our faith.  May we truly live up to our duties and responsibilities as Catholics, when we vote this year! 

 

P.S.  Our parish will participate in the 9th annual “Walk of Life” in San Francisco on Saturday, January 26, 2013.  You are all invited. 

Please contact parishioner Joey Dichoso at (916) 222-0561 or jcdichoson1@yahoo.com for more information. 


